Group Number: 32

Project Title: The Differences between the Teacher-Student Relationships of Higher Banding Schools and Lower Banding Schools

This report has a very interesting topic, shows good efforts in collecting and analyzing data, and present the research results in a reader friendly way. But it fails to relate its research intention and findings to the literature.  The research method has been chosen in an ambiguous manner. Another common problem in data presentation is that it fails to organize the findings around some meaningful themes or categories. In sum, this report could improve by closely following common practice in social science research.

We shall focus on the problems in the report rather than the merits mainly because the very fact that it is an award-winning report is clear testament to this fact.  The comments are made not to criticize this report or to belittle the authors’ achievements, but to help the readers of the report and better grasp the techniques and methods in social research.
Topic

The topic itself is very interesting as people usually compare the educational outcomes of high banding and low banding schools but ignore the actual schooling process inside them.  However, the topic is not precise enough.  What is “higher” and “lower” banding referring to?  Although the group has identified the terms in the content of the project, it is still necessary to make it clear in the topic. It would be better if the actual banding that the group investigated was identified precisely in the topic.
Literature Review

It is an important section in a social research.  Existing researches and theories relevant to the topic should be summarized here.  They can be a reference or supporting arguments to the research.  Researchers should elaborate and give a brief summary of relevant researches.  It is not a proper way to list only the titles of the books and journals under this section.  The way the group did in the Literature Research (the term should be Literature Review) should be put in the Reference section in the very last page of the report.

Conceptual Definition of Variables

It is a good start for the group to clearly define the key concepts used in the research.  It is necessary to let readers understand to what the concepts or variables are referring.  The concepts of “teachers”, “students”, ”higher banding” and “lower banding” have been defined clearly.  However, the concept of “relationship” deserves more elaboration.  It is a very complex term.  For teacher-student relationship only, it can still have different meanings.  Is it referring to the relationship in classroom only?  Or is it referring to the friendship between teachers and students?  It is very important to identify which types of relationship that the study is investigating before your operationalization of the concepts.  
Operationalization

The next step after conceptually defining the variables is to operationalize them.  It means that researchers have to measure the variables empirically.  For example, how to measure the “relationship between teachers and students inside classroom”?  If the data are collected by questionnaire, researchers should make sure that certain questions included are purposively measuring the above variable.  
The banding of the schools is an important independent variable here.  Researchers should let readers know that there is an official banding of the schools in Hong Kong.
The questions designed here cannot directly test the teacher-student relationship.  The choices provided for the interviewee are not precise enough.  But the researchers subjectively interpret the answers to their expected results.  For example, researchers believe that teachers tell more jokes in class indicate a better teacher-student relationship.  This interpretation is doubtful as teacher-student relationship should be a two-way relationship.  Teacher tell more jokes in class does not necessarily mean the teacher is willing to establish an intimate relationship with students.  Researchers should pay more attention to previous researches to see how this variable is defined and measured.  It can help your research to become more accurate and precise.
Research Design

Relationship is a very complex concept.  As a result, it is difficult to quantitatively measure the intimacy of teacher-students relationship in schools.  In this case, qualitative research method can be useful.  For example, through carrying out participant observation, the actual interactions between teachers and students in different schools could be examined
Researchers explain that they do use qualitative research method because this research design is subjective.  It is not a valid rationale.  Although quantitative research can cover more cases, the research is still biased if researchers interpret the answers subjective.  The validity of a research does not depend on the nature of the research method itself.  In this case, qualitative method can describe in details the real situation in different schools.  To examine the teacher-student relationships based only on the interviewees’ self-perception is not exactly objective, as these perceptions are quite subjective to a certain extent.
Presentation of Finding

Social research is not a showroom of all data.  After collecting the data, researchers should identify which findings are more significant, and what insights can be drawn from the findings.  Therefore, it is meaningless to present the result of every research question.  Researchers should help the readers to interpret the data.  It would be better if the research results are grouped and presented around themes.
Analysis

The research has found out that students studying in low banding schools tend to have a more intimate relationship with teachers than students from Band 1 schools.  First of all, researchers are too subjective to conclude that the higher the banding, the less intimate the relationship is between teachers and students.  As this research is more descriptive than explanatory, the correlation between school banding and teachers-student relationship cannot be drawn from data.
After describing the difference in the teacher-student relationship in band 1 and band 2/3 schools, researchers should try to explain this phenomenon.  For example, is the schooling culture in Band 1 and Band 2/3 schools different?  Are there any structural rules in governing the relationship between teachers and students?  Researches can make the analysis richer and more intellectual by giving their own insights on the topic. 
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